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“Aa maayantu bramhacharinah swaha
Bi maayantu bramhacharinah swaha
Pra maayantu bramhacharinah swaha
Da maayantu bramhacharinah swaha

Sha maayantu bramhacharinah swaha”
~Taittriga uPanishac{ i/4/2

“Let pure seekers of wisdom arrive unto us for learning and wisdom
from all directions. Let them arrive unto us by diverse paths. Let
untainted seekers of knowledge reach unto us in proper form. Be they
blessed with mastery over their senses. On them be conferred the
strength of controlling their thoughts.”



Message From Secretary
DSSP/ DIPSER

The Alumna Association of Dev Sangha Institute of Professional Studies and Educational
Research is coming up with the next issue of their in-house magazine Dev Varta.

Dev-Varta itself has been widely applauded by the students’ community as well the
people associated with education.

The Magazine can help much disseminate valuable insights about contemporary issues
and the latest trends in the field of teachers’ education.

As a positive step to conserve our ecology, the magazine is being launched now in
electronic format on digital platform.

With best wishes to the Alumnae Association and all students, past and present.

Asim Kumar Chatterjee

Secretary

Dev Sangha Institute of Professional Studies
and Educational Research &

Dev Sangha Seva Pratishthan




Message From Advisor
DIPSER

| am pleased to know that the Alumna Association of Dev Sangha Institute of
Professional Studies & Educational Research (DIPSER) is releasing the new
issue of its Annual in-house e-magazine “Dev-Varta” shortly. The magazine
representing a rainbow of expressions in the form of stories/ poems/ paragraph
writing in the magazine from its Alumna and Faculty Members is sure to be
exciting, educating and stimulating for its readers. The effort of releasing yet
another issue of Dev Varta in ‘Electronic Form’ to ensure its effective circulation

is truly praiseworthy.

| am certain that ‘Dev Varta’, through these excellent efforts shall prove to be a
noteworthy milestone for disseminating knowledge. | wish Dev Varta and also

the Alumna Association all the best in this endeavour.

b Advisor, DIPSER
(Ex-Founder Dean

s! Prof. (Dr.) Taposh Ghoshal

£ School of Management Sciences
af Central University of Jharkhand
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Editorial

Dear Readers,

“All Birds find shelter during a rain. But Eagle avoids rain by flying above the clouds.”

- Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam - “The Missile Man of India”.

The masters and the teachers of DIPSER are the legends of this campus. Students are the charm
and soul of the institution. They live their memories in the institution and these memories are
framed in beautiful words in this Alumni magazine. The magazine is a way that reminds us and
tells us the stories of lives transformed during the course of learning and experiencing at
DIPSER. It’s an absolute honor to welcome you all to the Alumni Magazine. The alumni
magazine shares the stories of change, growth and transformation happening over years, from the
early days of first year basic writing to the corporate write-ups now. We are extremely thankful
to the alumni writers in this issue for contributing their experience this very public way. It is a
reflection of our campus, our community and our world. To each, | applaud your courage and
honesty. Your words are touching, inspiring and beautifully demonstrate the lifelong impact of
experience DIPSER. To keep the legend of Alumni Magazine alive, encouraging you all to share
you’re inspiring, interesting & educating stories please let us know. We are always looking for
these kinds of stories to share with our valued alumni and friends. This magazine will continue to
expand its reach to achieve its vision. | express my considerable appreciation to all the ‘ /
authors of the article in the magazine; these contributions have required a generous '
amount of time and efforts. We will be pleased to welcome any comments and critics
you may have as a reader. Wish you the best for your future Endeavour.

Dr. Kalpana Kumari

Secretary, Alumna Association

Dev Sangha Institute of Professional Studies and Educational
Research, Deoghar



ABOUT THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Introduction

An organization’s alumni are the reflection of its past, representation of its present and a link to
its future educational institution are changing the way they see and interact with their alumni
community. It is a means to interact with other fellow alumni with the advent of social media
alumni relationship has taken a different flavor altogether. We find numerous alumni on various
social networking platforms with many active members in them.

Objectives

The Objectives of Alumni Association are:

Maintaining the updated and current information of all Alumni.

To encourage, foster and promote close relations among the alumni themselves.

To promote a sustained sense of belonging to the Alma Mater among the Alumni by being in
regular contact with them.

To guide and assist Alumni who have recently completed their courses of study at the
DIPSER to keep them engaged in productive pursuits useful to the society.

To provide a forum for the Alumni for exchange of ideas on academic, cultural and social
issues of the day by organizing and coordinating reunion activities of the Alumni.

To organize and sponsor seminars, symposia, workshops scientific and technical lectures and
promote help and studies research work in the college.

To provide all support for the improvement and modernization of the library and laboratories
of the college.

To help the current students of the DIPSER college of education with counseling in planning
future careers.

The alumni network of a college is one of the biggest sources of placement opportunities to
the students. Alumni can help students get placed at their respective organizations.

Alumni networking by itself is one of the best professional networking platform available
today.

Publish or maintain a magazine or bulletining of the association.

To formulate and excuse programme aimed at acquainting the people in general and school
and college students in particular with the education and generating interest in the field and
also to take steps to propagate scientific attitude amongst the general population.

The Alumni Association achieves these objectives by staging an annual programme of events
and reunions; through communications, by providing a range of discounts and services for
alumni; and by supporting student scholarships and other fund-raising initiatives.
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Activities

The Alumni Association is constantly engaged in: Maintaining updated information of all

Alumni.

e Encouraging, fostering and promoting close relations amongst the alumni.

e Promoting a sustained sense of belonging to the alma mater and among the

e Alumni by being in regular contact with them. Guiding and assisting alumni who have
recently completed their courses at

e DIPSER to keep them engaged in productive pursuits useful to the society. Providing a
forum for the alumni for exchange of ideas on academic, cultural and

e Social issues by organizing and coordinating reunion activities of the alumni. Organizing
seminars, symposia, workshops, and lectures and promoting.

e Research work in the college. Providing support for improvement and modernization of the
library and laboratories.

e Helping current students with counseling in planning future careers.

e Publishing a magazine or bulletin of the association.

e Providing a potent source for placement opportunities to the students.

Alumna Association - Office Bearers

Dr. Karuna President | Asst. Professor, 7909026255 | karunapenjiara@gmail.com
Penjiyara R. D. Bajla
College, Deoghar
Mrs. Anju Pandit Vice Asst. Professor, 7903754202 | anjupandit66@gmail.com
President | DIPSER,
Deoghar
Dr. Kalpana Secretary | Asst. Professor, 8809098283 | kalpanarani.sanju@gmail.com
Kumari DIPSER,
Deoghar
Dr. Namita Kumari | Joint Asst. Professor, 8709731599 | namitasingh990@gmail.com
Secretary | DIPSER,
Deoghar
Mrs. Sangita Treasurer | Asst. Professor, Deogharsangitakumari2107@
Kumari DIPSER, 9934399584 | gmail.com
Deoghar
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Highway of Memories

On the highway of memories,

Some people came across who were known and
Some were unknown.

Every passing second

Reminds the time which

We spent in the college room. Teachers were worried about our future.

At that time, we did not care. Now from the window of memories, Dr. Babita Kumari,
| just peep the vast ocean of emotion, Officiating Principal,
DIPSER

A sweet breeze carrying back me from my broadness
It told me, let's cheat the time.

And live our college life once again.

I smiled and could only say

"Alas it could happen.”

There is an old saying," that Time and tide wait for none" Somebody may call it fun.
Students have got who have done.

Respected the time and,

They got plenty from fun.

I have learnt a lot from this college.

As everyone knows,

This college has a vast Source of knowledge.
Time is the key.

It has lock on its forehead.

Once it passes will never come back
We have to catch it attentively.
A student can become a teacher.

Hard work and dedication pays.

Several times it has been Gage.

| knew that hard worker
And honest people only

Could get its ways

14
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Y\ Y. The Forgotten Village of India

VT e

4

/V Dr. Namita Kumari
Assistant Professor

Joint Secretary, Alumni Association

Dev Sangha Institute of Professional Studies

and Educational Research, Deoghar

Maluti (also Malooti) is a village in Shikaripara CD block in the
¢ Dumka subdivision of the Dumka district of Jharkhand, India. It
£ 8F \was built under the Baj Basanta dynasty. The area has 72 old
temples, which are edifices to the kings of the Pala
% Dynasty.They portray various scenes from Hindu mythology
#= including the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. Maluti is known
Al for the annual sacrifice of over 100 goats on Kali Puja, besides
| one buffalo and a sheep. Animal activist groups have often
‘0 strongly looked down at this activity. Today Maluti is
B endangered by insufficient management of the old temples, and
threatened by natural disasters.

The river Chila is flowing at the edge of the village and marks
the boundary of Jharkhand and West Bengal. The river originated from Banspahari, a highland in the
Dumka district and meet with Dwarka River in Bengal. Stone tools and primitive weapons are found on
the river bed at different place.

Today, an important priority of the village Maluti is maintaining its 72 ancient temples. It is alleged that
the king of Nankar state originally constructed 108 temples, but later generations could not maintain such
a huge number of monuments, and most were left uncared for. With the passing of time, as many as 36
monuments deteriorated and finally crumbled completely.

In a 2010 report titled Saving Our Vanishing Heritage, Global Heritage Fund identified Maluti's Temples
as one of 12 worldwide sites nearest ("On the Verge") of irreparable loss and damage, citing insufficient
management as primary cause.

With regards to the temples' architecture, it is noticed that in the existing temples no particular style, like
Nagara, Vesar or Dravida, have been followed. The specialist artisans who were obviously from Beng
had given shape to numerous designs while constructing these temples. Their designs have been assi
to five categories.

The main temple of Maluti site is Ma Mauliksha Temple, which is the main deity of royal family
Basanta Ray and Guardian Goddess of Maluti. Interestingly this goddess is not found in Hindu scrif
but is found in Vajrayana Buddhism as the Goddess Pandora. Gradually the Buddhist inﬂuek\c%’hls&
region tempers down and become a Goddess of Hindu tantra. {E '

also §

The stone-tools found in the area are hand-axes, scrappers and blades. Plenty g#A
found scattered everywhere on the river bed. These tools belonged to transit perlod ronPEa ohe Age™
to the Middle Stone Age. The working edge is scattered and is still sharp. Neolithic or Chaleolithic
specimens are not found in the village or its vicinity as yet. According to archeologist Prof. Subrata
Chakravorty of Visva-Bharati University, the tools belonged to Paleolithic period.

Temple s wllage Maluti
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“The Way to Become Rich is to Make Money, not to Save it.”

“You educate a man; you educate a man. You educate a woman; you
educate a generation.”. — Brigham Young.

“We need to encourage girls that their voice matters. I think there are
hundreds and thousands of Malalas out there.” — Malala Y ousafzai

Shashi Deshpande’s works reflect the feminist. Indian society has developed
a lot but it is still a patriarchal society. Men have more freedom than women.
The career and marriage of a woman is still decided by the parents. And
there is a reason behind this. Since, women were not getting higher
education hence they had to rely on their parents to think rationally. After | Saloni Singh Rajpoot
marriage, it is the hushand's duty to think good and bad for his wife. The B.Ed, 2020-
identity of women did not evolve. But with the arrival of the modern era,
parents are supporting their daughters, even after marriage. Women now understand that being financially
independent is more important than being married. Earlier, marriage was mandatory for women and
earning had nothing to do with their community. In the coming age, marriage will be reduced to an
option, and money will become everything.

As Kate Chopin has said,

“The way to become rich is to make money, not to save it.”
The Indian society scenario through Shashi Deshpande’s Lens:

Shashi Deshpande’s debut novel was “The dark holds no terror” which got published in 1980. Dark is a

symbol of fear, but the title is a paradox in itself. When the reader delves deeper in the novel, he/she
finds Saru to be the protagonist. Shashi Deshpande has brought vivid descriptions of Indian society
through the life of Saru.

Saru and her tyrannizing mother are bound with incompleteness, even if being the same gender they bothk .
find a vacuum between each other. Mother and daughter*s relationship is seen in the following dialogues:

“Don"“t go out in the sun. You"ll get even darker.

Who cares?

We have to care if you don“t. We have to get you married.
I don“t want to get married.

Will you live with us all your life?

Why not?

You can®t?

And Dhruva?
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He’s Different. He’s a Boy”

Just in a single paragraph, the author has depicted the reality of Indian society, where rules are made
differently for both the sexes. A girl should maintain herself to look appealing but a boy needs to earn,
looks hav Another novel, Roots and Shadows is symbolic representation of the dialectical nature of man
and woman set against each other in material terms for power struggle, “Roots” stand for tradition and
“Shadows” signify the marginal culture. Indu is the protagonist, symbolizing the new woman who is
educated and who lives in close association with society brushing aside all its narrow conventions.

In the family, she was an incomplete being without a sense of the wholeness of personality. But with
Jayant she feels a sense of completion and wholeness:

“I had felt incomplete, not as a woman, but as a person. And in Jayant | had thought I had found the
other part of my whole self”

Now, coming to “That Long Silence”, Deshpande has portrayed Indian women through Jaya, the central
character. Before marriage, Jaya was a strong child. Every girl has a lot of expectations from her
marriage. In reality, a woman does not starve for expensive jewelry or sarees. What she wants is nothing
but her husband’s love. Unfortunately, Jaya’s dreams get shattered when things turned completely
opposite which actually happens in India. Mohan is a frustrated young man who wants her wife to be
servant in the day and prostitute in the night. He never supports Jaya to grow financially. In fact he wants
her to be completely dependent on him so that he can always dominate her. Undoubtedly, Jaya was a
good housewife, performing all her duties silently, but she had her own identity. Jaya is Jaya too and not
only Mohan’s wife and mother of her children. In India, cooking is feminine job but it is a complete hoax.
Doing household chores is not gender based, but human based. When Jaya asks Mohan to cook, he gets
highly furious. Through Mohan, the author is representing Indian men who treat cooking and rinsing
utensils as inferior tasks.

In Mohan’s view, a wife should be docile, and passive.

His emotional and intellectual make-up is preoccupied with patriarchal mores. Hence, he openly says,
“My mother never raised her voice against my father, however badly he behaved to her”. Jaya recognizes
his underlying meaning and tries again and again to correct herself according to Mohan"'s views of life.
She says: | had learnt to control my anger after that, to hold it on a leash. Terrified of his disapproval, |
had learnt other things too, though much more slowly, less painfully. I had found out all the things I could
and I couldn "'t do, all the things that were womanly and unwomanly. It was when | first visited his home
that I had discovered how sharply defined a woman"'s role was. They had been a revelation to me, the
women in his family, so definite about their roles, so well trained in their duties, so skillful in the right
areas, so indifferent to everything else. | had never seen so clear, so precise a pattern before, and | had
been entranced by it.”

The story is quite simple. Jaya is an ordinary girl who gets married to a male chauvinist, Mohan. Her
dreams were her; Mohan had nothing to do with her. Even, he never asked Jaya what she wanted from
him. What did Jaya want to become? It was none of his business. Fortunately, Shashi Deshpande’s
protagonists are educated. In this case too, Jaya is an educated young woman, who decided to write short
stories. Hopefully, her stories got published too and now she had a way to arrange bread and butter for
herself. In India, when a woman starts earning, a man turns submissive automatically. There's a reason
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behind this. When a woman is financially dependent, she can live with her husband. But for men, it is
difficult to remain alone because for several years women have taken care of their food and clothes and
everything. They cannot take the burden of being alone and doing all the daily chores.

When Mohan was fired, Jaya supported him through her writings. But there was a communication gap
between the two. Also, their child Rahul ran away. Jaya’s long silence had become a barrier. At the end of
the novel, Mohan sends her telegram to come back and Jaya too decides to go to Mohan.

As Shashi Deshpande herself said,
“I don’t like to call myself a feminist writer. [ say I’m a feminist, but [ dont’ write to propagate an ism.”

Shashi Deshpande has not exaggerated anything in the novel. This actually happens in Indian society.
The purpose of a woman is to please her husband forever and the husband's duty is to earn for the family.
Words like love and romance become imaginary. The irony of life is, a woman fulfills husband’s desire
her whole life, no matter how trivial or important it is. But when it comes to men, they do not even ask
what their woman wants. Actually men are not at fault. From an early age, a girl is given training by her
mother to cook, to dress up properly and after marriage; her family teaches her to take responsibility for
her husband and the family. On the other hand, men have societal pressure to become financially
independent otherwise no father will offer his daughter. Since childhood, there is a lot of discrimination
and the cycle continues. One beautiful thing about the novel is that, nowhere the author has raised her
tone. She is simply describing the emptiness of marriages. Jaya and Mohan are not fictional characters,
but they are found in our own society. Many Jayas are sacrificing lives to please their Mohans.

Traditional society makes her ,,a woman,™ a weak creature confined to predetermined roles, as Simone de

Beauvoir says, “One is not born but rather becomes a woman. No biological, psychological or economic
fate determines the figure that the human female presents in society; it is civilization as a whole that
produces this creature, intermediate between male and eunuch, which is described as feminine” (Beauvoir
301).

There is a famous quote by Shashi Deshpande,

“A wife should always be few feet behind her husband. If he is an MA you should be a BA.If he is
5'4'tall you shouldn't be more than 5'3'tall. If he is earning five hundred rupees you should never earn
more than four hundred and ninety-nine rupees.That's the only rule to follow if you want a happy
marriage...No partnership can ever be equal.It will always be unequal, but take care it is unequal in favor
of the husband. If the scales tilt in your favor, God help you, both of you.”

Conclusion

There are other Indian female writers who write exceptionally well but when Shashi Deshpande writes, it
feels as if she is narrating a story which is happening around us. The characters, though imaginary, are
concrete. She never introduces her character from the very beginning. She simply portrays women’s
journey and we the readers get firmly attached to them. Whether it is Indu from “The Dark Holds no
terror” or Jaya from “That Long Silence”, readers develop an emotional bond with them. Deshpande
never drops feminism in her work but it develops its shape gradually in the story. The world is witnessing
new woman. The essentiality of feminism is growing with time, which is actually good sign. If people
will start understanding the importance of education for women, it will be easy to cut out gender based
discrimination.
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“That Long Silence " is a novel which gives a clear depiction of an Indian married woman. When Jaya
started to earn, her confidence was at another level. A woman starts making decisions for herself when
her pockets are warm. Feminism is not only about giving social and educational support to women. It is
about men too. Feminism breaks the boundrybetween genders. In the novel, Mohan gets angry at cooking
food. The author is awaring the readers that in our society, tasks like cooking or cleaning are done by
women. Is it actually a woman’s duty? We need to teach our men that both men and women are
dependent on each other. We both can learn and grow with each other's support. The author is not talking
about giving superiority to women but giving them equal opportunities. Women are not the weaker sex at
all. In fact they can be better at managing both work and household chores.

The essence of feminism is not only in the novel but it is present in us too. We need to introspect.

"Think Before you Type."

Cyberbullying is when a person is tormented; threatened, harassed, humiliated,
embarassed targeted using the internet. Students generally engage in
cyberbullying by using electronic devices to send sexual remarks, hate speech,
or to gang up on victims by making them the subject of ridicule in forums and
posting false statements as fact aimed at humiliation.

Within this there are various kinds of it among which one of them "Flaming" Niharik; Verma
in which u§|ng mflamrpatory or vulgar WOI’d? to prpvoke an or_lllne _fl_lght. B.Ed.2020-2022
Then there is another kind 'Harrasment 'wherein continually sending vicious,
mean or disturbing e-mails to an individual. One mere type is also there in which there is spreading of
rumours, lies or gossips to hurt a person's reputation.

Taking it to the next level with the aid of technology.This leads to scarring not only emmotionallly but in
many other ways .Bullying saturates a victim's entire social network and far more damaging in terms of
its lasting effects than traditional, physical and verbal bullying .According to statistics more than 42% of
kids bullied while online, 25% have been threatened, 58% to admit to have had mean or hurtful things
said to them and 58% have not told their parents that they are bullied.

Warning signs of cyber bullying involves appearing,sad,moody or anxious if it is achild then would avoid
school,withdraws from or shows a lack of interest in social activities also experience a drop in grades or
decline in academic performance .The person would appear upset after using the computer or being online
And if a child shows any of these warning signs,it is important to talk with child and investigate his or
her online presence to determine whether cyberbullying is occuring and to offer help when needed.

“Blowing out someone else's candle doesn't make your shine any brighter".
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Emptiness in Indian Marriages: Shobha De’s “Socialite Evenin\gs :

As Sadat Hasan Manto said years ago that “If you cannot
bear these stories then the society is unbearable. Who am | to
remove the clothes of this society, which itself is naked. I
don't even try to cover it, because it is not my job, that's the
job of dressmakers.”

De has written several novels and most of them start with the
letter S. Her debut novel “Socialite Evenings” (1989) turned
out to be the best selling novel. In this novel, the writer has
represented the modern Indian men, women and their
relationships, in addition to their middle/ rich class. In Indian
marriage, there are seven vows which include love, respect, loyalty, responsibility etc. but here
the reader is bound to observe infidelity, money and fraud. The stream flows in totally opposite
direction.

The novel is an authentic representation of a certain segment of Mumbai society. Mumbai
appears to be the ‘city of dreams’. People flee to Mumbai to pursue their dreams and ambitions
but in every glittering thing is not gold. There is a lot of struggle, not physical but mental and
emotional too. It takes readers into Karuna’s life who belongs to a middle class conservation
family but dreams big. She wants to do modeling. Also, the rich people allure her. Hence, she is
friend to a rich woman named Anjali. Karuna is a strong willed woman but before success she
faced a lot of struggles including loveless marriage to a rich man, a divorce which she didn't
want and many extra marital affairs which battered and bruised her. Karnad, director of the play
Shakuntala, wants her to be the lead. Varun, a journalist, wants her to open up about her life so
that he will get something to publish but Karuna rejects these offers. She decides to write a
memoir in which there will be a description of her personal life, including everything which
happened good and bad.

The writer herself was born and raised up in Bombay hence she gives the actual portrayal of
Maharashtrian women. Going through the novel, the reader understands that the author is
showing the true colors of marriages in real. There is no use of exaggerating the story. It happens
in real life. Shobha de is a feminist author but no where in novel she supports the dark side of
female characters, which means she clearly knows what ‘feminism’ really is.

In “Starry Nights”, she talks about love affairs between actors. It is an illustrious novel where
the pungent ink of the writer illustrates the various faces of women. The painful sores of the
society are ideally exposed in this novel while making Starry Nights a matchless anecdote of the
modern society. 'This novel by Shobha De is the story of a high-class society, which often seems
abnormal to some people. Shobha Dey's unique writing style uncovers the sores and wounds of
the society somewhat mercilessly. This is a piece by Shobha De which portrays the dark corners
of film Industry that can be informative in some cases.
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“Asha Rani had lost her balance and had fallen into the drum; soaked to the skin and
spluttering for air. The mystery man had helped Asha Rani out, a sardonic smile playing on his
lips. In her confusion she had not noticed that her drenched skirt had climbed upto her crotch.
Flushing and blushing furiously, she had pulled herself up muttering ‘so sorry” *

(Starry Nights)

In 1994, Shobha De brought her “Sultry Days”. Again, it was a love affair with several conflicts. It
is a story about teenage girl Nisha who falls in love with God in a college canteen.

Nisha tells; 'l loved buying things for God. It gave me a sense of belonging. Gifts were a bond-
perhaps the only one. Gifts-which he took entirely for granted. '

God’s driving ambition leads him into journalism while Nisha lands a job in advertising.
Sycophants, whores, fixers, pretty boys and party girls drift in and out of their lives as their careers
take off with dizzying speed and then, as abruptly, everything goes terribly wrong. With Sultry Days
Shobha De has explored a different approach in her characters which had not been seen in her
previous novels. In this novel Shobha has realistically presented the lives of youth, their aspirations
their attitudes, she mentions in her autobiography; ' The novel is littered with types from that mixed-
up decade-the self-styled bohemians out to change the world but not their smelly underwear; the dirty
old men of Mumbai, all gas and small turds; the corporate ladies with their 'good life' hangs-ups; the
intellectuals, pariahs and parasites who feed off the rich while spitting on their 'capitalist values'.

In “Small Betrayals”, Shobha De has written 17 stories that are honest as well as fierce at the same
time. The story deals with eccentricity, infidelity, betrayal or in other words, we can say that the
author has shown the darker side of family life, centring on women. She has tried to bring out a
woman's sense of self. The novel questions and also, accepts the real purpose of society.

There are other novels too like “Sethji”, “Surviving Men”, “Speedpost” and others which talk more
or less about the Indian society and the condition of women. Shobha De is definitely pointing out the
ongoing patriarchy in India.

“Amrita’s urgent whisper pulled him out of his reverie. Babuji, Babuji, aapne suna nhi? Suraj has
done something terrible. Babuji held her at arm’s length. He has done something to himself, right? If
somebody had done something to him- then I would have been worried” (a passage from Sethji)

Coming back to “Socialite Evenings”, it describes Mumbai high society and explores the lives of /
bored, rich housewives trapped in loveless marriages and engaging in ill-fated extramarital affairs,
smug selfish husbands who use their wives more for social respectability than for love, fashionable
parties, false spiritual leaders, and a portrait of the general moral, spiritual and intellectual
bankruptcy and decadence of the elite who have traded their traditional culture for Westernizati(‘)n“i‘
and materialism. ”

32



Karuna and her Married Life

As a socially committed person, Shobha De voices her concern for women volubly in her
fictional and non- fictional writings, expressing the same in her speeches. She has dismantled the
whole novel in several characters and their lives interweaving each other. The story starts with
Karuna, though Anjali is also an important character in the novel.

Karuna belongs to a middle class family. During her young age she met several people but
finally decides to marry a rich guy, which happens in general too. Women look for financial
security from the groom’s side and the groom wants beauty in the bride. For the very first time,
Karuna’s family was happy with her. Middle class parents get happy when their daughter marries
a rich guy. Though Karuna regrets this decision. Later on, Karuna gets attracted to her own
husband’s friend Krish. She even goes to London only to meet him. Karuna’s husband gets
insecure but finally they reconciled. But one day Karuna’s husband cuts her out from his life
because he thought that his wife is pregnant with Krish’s child. On the other hand, she also got
deceived because the husband was seeing some other women, Winnie. After facing turmoil and
instability, she decides to leave everything and starts preparing the manuscript of her novel.

The author has rightly represented ‘new woman’ in her novel. Since nothing lasts forever, it is
better to get educated and financially dependent.

Anjali and Abe

Anjali belongs to high class society but she is a friend of Karuna too. In the beginning of the
novel, we come to know that Anjali is married to be. But later on, they get divorced. Abe likes
Gigi and Anjali marries Kumar. Unfortunately Kumar is a gay.

Though Anjali is rich but poor in thinking. She was in trauma due to the absence of man in her
life. The writer, through Anjali, states that no matter how educated an Indian woman is, she will
always be incomplete without a man. Her own identity has nothing to do, what matters is a
married status.

Overall, in “Socialite Evenings”, the woman is constantly reminded of her identity until she
assimilates this identity as herself. In early romances, writers talked about the virtues of the
heroine and vices of evil characters. But here, De has shown the perfectly imperfect women.

Other Male Characters

Both Anjali and Karuna need male support in life but unfortunately the male characters are not
so right. Abe loves Gigi, and Karuna’s husband has an affair with Winnie. Nobody is true to
themselves. Also, there is a character Gul who beats Ritu but still she wants her. Today's reality
is harsh. Humanity is lost. Love is lost. There are other minor characters like VVarun, Ranbir etc.




one can complete them. Women have become ‘new women’ They just need to realize their own
worth.

“How could we communicate anything at all to men who perpetually sat reading the business
pages of The Times of India while concentrately picking their noses.”

(an extract from “Socialite Evenings”)
Dependence on Pre-ldeal Beliefs

Anjali Wants to get married because she thinks that she herself is weak. A man can support her.
On the other hand, Karuna belongs to a conservative family but she want to pursue a career in
modeling. Karuna had always “yearned to be a part of the smart and beautiful set”

Karuna’s husband is a liar but he wants her wife to be real. When she had a misconception of
being pregnant, her husband immediately leaves her thinking that the child must be illegitimate.
Karuna must have slept with his friend Krish. But he himself had kept a mistress. Everywhere
there is a false idea or prejudice.

Conclusion

Shobha De’s “Socialite Evenings” cannot be called classic but it is definitely a groundbreaking
novel. Two decades ago, speaking about words like infidelity, extramarital affairs etc. need great
courage. It was an era when marriage seemed to be a commitment. But there were people who
had no emotions regarding their own marriages which is still prevalent in India and other parts
of the country. People are becoming more professional and less emotional. First of all, it is
important to get the right education and become financially independent. Marriage is not a
course which has to be ended one day or another. Infact, it is the most beautiful thing happening
in a person’s life. We need to work on our relationships just like we work hard in our
professional lives. The author is also married and mother of six children (including two step
children) Hence, her motive is not to go against marriage but to rightly choose the partner.
Nobody is perfect. What we need to do is to simply take care of things and spread love.

Saumya Thakur
B.Ed. 2020-2022
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Activities organized by Alumna Association

Year 2021-2022

&M.Ed. students(2020-2022)

Activities Date Theme
Rangoli Competition 26/03/2021 Let’s Fight Corona
Motivational Speech for the Freshly 15/11/2021
Enrolled Students
3 Planation program 27112/2021
4 Health awareness program 06/05/2022 Cervical Cancer
5 Guest lecture 11/05/2022 Lifestyle disease among
today’s generation
6 Organize valedictory program for B.Ed. 24/092022
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Alumni Association form
Update your information by Clicking on the link...

Alumni Association form (google.com)
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGLoMNgq-BAfsav2O0xAKgruffX0PnSdyIEb-ddvySLTBwhQ/viewform

